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2011 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize Finalist

“If you’re in the habit of reading Chekhov, Jane Z. is 
a narrator you want to meet, with stories you really 
want to read…” — The Globe and Mail

The year is 1984 and nineteen-year-old Jane Z., a 
student of Russian and Russian literature, rents 
a room in a shared house with a trio of idealists. 
Jane’s particular passion and lens on the world 
is the work of Anton Chekhov. It does not take 
long before her radical housemates, Chekhovian 
in their utopian dreams and youthful pathos, 
draw Jane into their comical infighting. 

The Sky Is Falling has roots in Slavic studies 
and deftly intertwines themes of first love and 
the Cold War dread of nuclear disaster with the 
timelessness of the great Russian classics. 


